Percent of NJ children with dental and medical visits is one of the highes in the country, but...
The percent of New Jersey children with dental and medical visits is one of the highest in the country, but the state is just average in a comparative ranking of health system performance of all states and the District of Columbia. The state fares better in other rankings which include personal behavior, community environment, public health policies and health outcomes. The major areas of approval and concern are highlighted. Ranking states by a series of health and social dimensions provides an opportunity to "take stock" of ongoing developments as well as provide a standard for comparative purposes. The following presentation reviews a series of recent state rankings that serves as a follow-up to an earlier report in this Journal when New Jersey ranked 19th. (Note: 1st is best, 51st is worst)